Translating experimental diabetic nephropathy studies from mice to men.
The laboratory mouse is among the best characterized and flexible experimental platforms available for the study of diabetic nephropathy (DN). However, studies of progressive kidney disease in mice have underscored several important technical considerations for accurate phenotyping of renal function. Most mouse models of DN fail to exhibit progressive kidney disease. However, a few models have proved particularly useful. Despite the utility of these models, whether they can accurately predict clinical benefit of therapeutics in human DN remains to be established.